
  

 

  Presentation to NHDC Environmental Panel 
                     On Biodiversity and Food

Transition Town Letchworth supports people to Grow their own food, promoting organic methods. 

Letchworth Organic Gardeners 
(affiliated to Garden Organic) 
- a support and social group for 
people growing their own 
produce

Grower’s Market – a monthly 
stall for swapping or selling home 
grown food surplus or simply 
buying very fresh local fruit and 
veg. Small plants are also sold at 
the start of the season.

Community Apple Pressings – the 
local community is invited to bring 
apples they’ve picked from their 
garden, community orchards and get 
involved in scratting, pressing and 
bottling.

Educational Allotment for Families - With the support of NHDC, and, if TTL are successful a grant from the 
Heritage Foundation, TTL are converting a vacant allotment on the Woolgrove site into an Educational Allotment 
where at any time up to four local families will be supported by TTL volunteers to start growing their own food 
using organic methods.  



  

 

        Supporting Local People to Grow Food
          NHDC Allotments / Compost Access

➢ Information available on NHDC website suggests there are plenty of vacant NHDC allotments. 

➢ In Letchworth the Heritage Foundation also have allotment but no vacancies.    

➢ Heritage Foundation allotments are £46 a year, the NHDC rate is £140. 

Produce a strategy to increase NHDC allotment uptake. The strategy could consider:
● A marketing campaign to raise awareness of existence of allotments.
● Addressing issues, like vandalism, if these exist and are deterring people from renting allotments.
● Review if the price is set too high (supply is exceeding demand).
● Consider if more half size allotments could increase take-up.
● If TTL educational allotment proves successful consider setting up educational allotments on 

other sites with high vacancy rates. 

Consider setting up local compost sites on estates where gardens are small, allowing residents to
● Avoid the brown bin charge for taking what may be very small amounts of garden waste.
● Provide a local source of compost for people to use in pots, gardens and allotments.
● Reduce the carbon associated with collecting and transporting garden waste.



  

 

  Planting Schemes - Edibles
Sunnyside Hitchin
See small spaces big dreams series 2 episode 5

The Wynd - Letchworth

Local examples of sites where food is grown 
for the benefit of the community.

   Council Planting Schemes - Edibles
Essbare Trier Incredible Edible Todmorden

Follow the example of other councils, both in the UK and Abroad, by becoming actively involved 
in community food growing with the first step being the identification of council spaces that can 
be used for this purpose.



  

 

 Council Practices / Regulatory Activities – Water 

Review council practices and regulatory activities to minimise water use, reduce flood risk and 
allow local aquifers to be replenished by rain. For example:

● Check that toilets and taps in council premises are low water flow / flush.
● Implement and encourage water permeable solutions for paths, cycle ways and driveways, 

adjusting NHDC Planning Requirements to discourage unnecessary hardstanding. 
● Review Environmental Health guidelines with the aim of achieving the required Health 

Standards whilst minimising water usage.

➢ North Herts is home to many chalk streams and approximately 60% of the water for public 
supply comes from local chalk aquifers. 

➢ The upper reaches of a chalk stream naturally dry out as groundwater levels decline but flow 
should return to them as rain replenishes groundwaters and the aquifers in Autumn and Spring.

➢ Affinity Water are working with partners to try and enhance and restore a number of chalk 
streams locally in an effort to protect these globally rare habitats which are rich in biodiversity. 

➢ Affinity water has recently notified customers that over the last three years we've had 
insufficient rain and they may need to introduce water restrictions in spring 2020.

➢ In our area the average person’s daily water use is 158 litres (nationally the average is 141 
litres). This needs to fall to 100 litres according to the Environment Agency.


